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be shifted from one to another. The soldiers were naturally
forbidden to marry—a flagrant contradiction of the laws by
which Augustus had made it the duty of every Roman citizen
to rear a family. The system of command was, in general,
the same as before. The centurions still represented discipline
and tradition; but, for political reasons, they were not
permanently attached to a particular legion but went from
one to another. The possibility which the centurions had
enjoyed of promotion to the two highest classes was not con-
tinued by Augustus. Only the very few among them who
belonged to the equestrian class could look forward to an
equestrian career. The officers all belonged to the privileged
classes. As earlier, some of the tribunes were elected and
some nominated by the emperor; as a rule, they held their
commands for short periods. Superior to them were the com-
manders of legions, who were called legati ; they belonged to
the senatorial class and had generally held the office of
quaestor or praetor ; and like the tribunes, for political reasons,
they did not hold their posts long. The supreme command of
any provincial army was held by legates of the emperor in
imperial provinces and by proconsuls in senatorial provinces ;
their tenure was seldom prolonged beyond a year. Officers,
centurions, and even soldiers had some preliminary training
before joining the army. On the emperor's initiative boys
and young men of senatorial and equestrian rank went
through a course of this kind at Rome; they were formed
into special corps for this purpose, and their honorary com-
mander, called princeps iuventutis, ' chief of the young men *,
was the heir apparent. Gaius and Lucius, the grandsons of
Augustus, whom his daughter Julia bore to Agrippa, were
the first to hold this title. The other towns of Italy had
similar institutions which carried on the ancient organiza-
tions for uniting the young citizens of the town in a single
club or corps.
Augustus made an innovation, when, in addition to the
legions quartered abroad, he formed a large detachment for
the special purpose of guarding the emperor's person. A com-
manding officer on active service had always been attended
by such a body, called ' a praetor's guard', cohors praetoria.
Since the commander-in-chief was now, contrary to the
constitutional practice laid down by the Senate, permanently
resident at Rome, it was natural that his guards should be

